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FROM OUR PASTOR... 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Saint Stephen’s, 

 

The American novelist, Frederick Buechner, who died in August of this year, once 

wrote “The extraordinary thing that is about to happen is matched only by the ex-

traordinary moment just before it happens. Advent is the name of that moment.” 

 

In a fast-paced, quickly moving society such as ours, we know the yearly lament 

among many people “Is it Christmas already?” This is usually preceded by count-

less stores advertising and decorating for Christmas earlier and earlier each year.  

And how easy is it to get caught up in the tide? 

 

As Catholic Christians, we are called to be counter-cultural, much like Jesus himself 

was in his day. We should take our time and not give in to the rush, to the consum-

erism and materialism, and, most especially, to the premature celebration of Christ-

mas. We need the extraordinary moment of Advent to remind us of the extraordi-

nary thing that is about to happen. 

 

I encourage you and your families to slow down, take it easy and prepare for Christ-

mas by living the moment of Advent. Our parish is pleased to offer every parishion-

er, and their families and friends, the opportunity for free Catholic content on 

Formed.org. Movies, podcasts, bible studies and more await the user of Formed!   

 

To help us live Advent and prepare for Christmas, there are daily Advent media-

tions as well as short movies that appeal to all ages about Saint Nicholas and Saint 

Juan Diego, the visionary of Guadalupe. Please take advantage of all that Formed 

has to offer – you will not regret it. 

 

Since our newsletter covers the first two months of the new year also, I will not 

dwell only on Advent. In February, Saint Stephen’s will observe the 80th anniver-

sary of the brave sacrifice of the Four Chaplains. The annual Father Washington 

Mass will be on Sunday, February 5, 2023 at noon and you are all most cordially 

invited. 

 

Ash Wednesday will be on February 22, 2023. We’ve included the Ash Wednesday 

liturgy schedule so you can start to prepare for that privileged season. 

 

May God bless all of you with good health and many blessings! Remember, Advent 

is the name of the moment! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Father Joe Mancini 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 Upcoming Holy Day 
Schedules 

 Saints for December, Jan-
uary and February 

 Fr Washington and the 
Four Chaplains 



 

OPERATING HOURS                     

FOR THE                                        

PARISH OFFICE 

The Parish Office observes 

the following schedule: 

 

Mondays - Fridays 

9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Saturdays & Sundays 

9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

The Parish Office will be closed: 

December 25, Christmas Day 

January 1, New Year’s Day 

February 20, Presidents’ Day 

 

 

Please note : our office hours are 

subject to change without no-

tice. 
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Christmas Mass Schedule  

Christmas Eve, December 24, 2022: 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM  

Christmas Day, December 25, 2022 (Sunday):  

12:00 Midnight* (livestreaming on Facebook and website) 

8:00 AM (English)  

10:00 PM (Spanish) 

 and 12:00 PM (English) 

Christmas Preparation - Confession Schedule  

Monday, December 19, 2022:  6:00 PM  

Wednesday, December 21, 2022:  9:30 AM  And  7:00 PM  

Thursday, December 22, 2022:  9:30 A.M.  

Friday, December 23, 2022:  9:30 A.M.  

CHRISTMAS SEASON AT SAINT STEPHEN’S CHURCH 

Parish Holiday Office Hours  

Saturday, December 24:  9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Sunday, December 25: Closed 

Monday, December 26 - Friday, December 30:  9:00 AM to 1:30 PM 

Monday, December 26- Friday, Friday December 30: No evening office hours 

Saturday, December 31:  9:00 AM to 1:30 PM 

Sunday, January 1:  9:00 AM to 1:30 PM 

 

No CCD Classes December 25 - January 1 

CCD Classes resume Monday, January 2, 2023 

The Feast of Saint Stephen, Our Patron Saint  

 

Monday, December 26:  5:00 PM 

Solemnity of  Mary, Mother of God 

 

Saturday, December 31 (Vigil Mass) 5:00pm;  

Sunday, January 1:  8:00am, 10:00am and 12:00noon; 1:30pm (Spanish); 7:00pm  



Upcoming events 

Now - December 31, 2022:  Year-End Giving 

November 27 - December 24:  Season of Advent 

December 12, 2022: Our Lady of Guadalupe Bilingual Mass and re-

ception. (see above)   

December 18:  Blessing of the Bambinelli, at all Masses. Our annual 

tradition inviting all to bring the Baby Jesus image from your home 

nativity for a special blessing.  

December 18:  Concert by the Contemporary Music Ministry, 

“Waiting in Hope” at 3:30pm in St Stephen’s Church. 

December 24: Christmas Eve:  Special Mass schedule (see page 2) 

December 25: Christmas Day: Special Mass Schedule (see page 2) 

January 8, Epiphany: The Three Kings will arrive at St Stephen’s 

after the 1:30 Mass. All ages are welcome! The kings will tell us of 

their homelands and journey into Bethlehem. They can also answer 

our questions. Bilingual.  

February 5, 12:00noon Fr. Washington Mass:   

February 20, Presidents’ Day:  The Parish Office is closed. No CCD 

classes 

February 22, Ash Wednesday:  Special Mass schedule. Lent Begins.  

February 25, Call to Continuing Conversion (RCIA):  Rites at the 

Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart for RCIA Candidates  

February 26, Rite of Election (RCIA):  Rites at the Cathedral Basili-

ca of the Sacred Heart for RCIA Catechumens. 

Watch our bulletin, website and Facebook page for updates.   

DECEMBER SAINTS 

3 Francis Xavier 

4 John Damascene 

6 Nicholas 

7 Ambrose, Pearl Harbor 

Day 

8 Immaculate Conception of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary 

9 Juan Diego Cauhtlatoatzin 

10 Our Lady of Loreto 

12 Our Lady of Guadalupe 

13  Lucy 

14 John of the Cross 

21 Peter Canisuius 

23 John of Kanty 

24 Christmas Eve 

25 The Nativity of the Lord 

26 Stephen 

27 John, Apostle and Evange-

list 

28 The Holy Innocents 

29 Thomas Becket 

30 The Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph 

31 Sylvester I 
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FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

 

Monday, December 12, 2022 is The Feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe. She is the Empress 
of The Americas. St Stephen’s will celebrate 
this feast in a very special way! We will start 
with a 7:00pm bilingual mass, followed by a 
candlelit procession and concludes with a 
fellowship reception in Hedges Hall. All are 
welcome!  

 
The day commemorates Mary’s apparition to Saint Juan Diego in the 
hills of Tepeyac, Mexico in 1531. Juan was a simple peasant farmer 
without an education. She asked him to go to the bishop and tell him 
that the Ever Virgin Mary, Mother of God, sent him to ask for a 
church to be built atop Tepeyac Hill. Mary’s apparition in Mexico to 
Saint Juan Diego aided the Catholic Church’s effort to bring the Gos-
pel to the Americas. The bishops of the United States affirm: “Mary 
embraces God’s will and freely chooses to cooperate with God’s 
grace, thereby fulfilling a crucial role in God’s plan of salvation.”  



RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS 
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The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) program at 

Saint Stephen’s Church has six members. Enzo Montanez is a 

Catechumen preparing to receive all the Sacraments of Initiation: 

Baptism, Confirmation, and First Eucharist. Carlos Matamoros, 

Vivian Matamoros, Emeli Matamoros, Evette Villafuerte, and 

Beverly Belli are Candidates preparing for Communion and Con-

firmation.  

 

In February, our group, along with their Sponsors, will participate 

with other RCIA programs in the Archdiocese of Newark at the 

Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in ceremonial rites declar-

ing their choice to be Initiated into the Catholic Church through 

the Sacraments. These ceremonies are presided over by a Bishop.   

 

On February 25, the five Candidates will participate in the Rite 

referred to as “Call to Continuing Conversion”.  

 

On February 26, Enzo will participate in the Rite referred to as 

“Rite of Election” with other Catechumens from the Archdiocese. 

 

At the Easter Vigil, on April 8, 2023, our Catechumen, Enzo, will 

receive his Baptism, First Holy Communion and Confirmation. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be bestowed upon our Can-

didates - Carlos, Vivian, Emeli, Evette, and Beverly later in the 

Easter Season.   

 

The RCIA program meets on Tuesday nights and is led by Dea-

con Doug Christmann. RCIA classes are held for those who have 

a desire to become Catholic or to complete their Initiation Sacra-

ments. When selecting a Sponsor for Baptism or Confirmation, 

Sponsorship requires Baptism and the completion of the Eucha-

rist and Confirmation. 

 

 

We ask you to pray for Enzo Montanez, Carlos Matamoros, Vivi-

an Matamoros, Emeli Matamoros, Evette Villafuerte, and Bever-

ly Belli. 
 

 

Anyone interested in receiving sacraments, for youth or adult, please contact 

the parish office or deacondougchristmann@gmail.com  

 

JANUARY SAINTS 

1 Mary, Mother of God 

2 Basil the Great 

3 The Holy Name of Jesus 

4 Elizabeth Ann Seton 

5 John Neumann 

6 Andre Bessette 

7 Raymond 

8 Epiphany of the Lord 

13 Hilary 

17 Anthony of Egypt 

20 Fabian & Sebastian 

21 Agnes 

22 Vincent of  Saragossa 

23 Marianne  Cope 

24 Francis deSales 

25 Conversion of St. Paul 

26 Timothy &  Titus 

27 Angela Merici 

28 Thomas Aquinas 

31 John Bosco 
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FEBRUARY SAINTS 

2 Presentation of the Lord 

3 Blaise 

5 Agatha 

6 Paul Miki & Companions 

7 Colette 

8 Josephine Bakhita 

9 Jerome Emiliani 

10 Scholastica 

11 Our Lady of Lourdes 

14 Cyril & Methodius 

17 Seven Founders of the Or-

der of Servites 

20 Jacinta & Francisco Marto 

21 Peter Damian 

22 Chair of Peter 

23 Polycarp 

27 Gabriel of Our Lady of Sor-

rows 

EAGLE COURT OF HONOR 

 
 
On September 25, 2022 Unit 305 had a ceremony to honor Eagle 
Scouts Joseph Drefko, John Kubowicz and Corbin Rakauckas. These 
young men were recognized as leaders within their schools, parish and 
unit. Over the years in the Unit, these Eagle Scouts held more than 11 
different leadership positions and are all graduates of the prestigious 
Nations Youth Leadership Training Program. During their tenure, they 
earned a total of 104 merit badges, advanced 21 ranks, directed 3 ser-
vice projects, and more. 
 
Their projects, highlighted in earlier Newsletter editions, are a contri-
bution to our community. For his project, the honoree had to lead, 
plan, fundraise, secure materials, and oversee the execution of the pro-
jects to completion.  
 
Their community projects: 
 Provided a facelift to the façade of the Kearny Elks Lodge. (Corbin 

Rakauckas) 
 Constructed a contemplative prayer garden in front of St Stephen’s 

Church for all to pray the Stations of the Cross. (John Kubowicz) 
 Refurbished the Four Chaplains Monument on the lawn of St Ste-

phen’s Church. (Joe Drefko) 
 
Eagle Scout is the highest achievement or rank attainable in the Scouts 
BSA program of the Boy Scouts of America (BSA). Since its incep-
tion in 1911 only four percent (4%) of scouts, 2.5 million youth, have 
earned this prestigious recognition.  
 
Scout Unit 305 is chartered to and by St Stephen’s Church. For more 
information, visit https://www.facebook.com/KearnyScouts and https://
ststephenkearny.com/cub-and-boy-scouts 



FATHER WASHINGTON MASS 

On Sunday, February 5, 2023 Saint Stephen’s will 

celebrate the Annual Father Washington and the 

Four Chaplains Mass. 2023 is the 80th anniversary 

of the sinking of the USAT Dorchester. The Mass 

will be at 12:00 noon. All are cordially welcomed! 

 

Bishop Gregory Studerus will preside and preach. 

Attendees will include family and friends of the he-

roic chaplains, veterans and active service personnel 

of the U.S. Military, First Responders, Scouts and 

Clergy. We hope you will be there too. 

 

On February 3, 1943, the United States Army 

Transport ship, Dorchester, was torpedoed in the wa-

ters of the North Atlantic by a German U-Boat. As 

the ship began to sink beneath the icy surface, four 

men moved about the troops offering comfort and encouragement. They gave up their 

life jackets for others and with locked arms, they prayed as the ship they stood upon 

sank. The men were the chaplains on the ship – a Rabbi, Alexander Goode; two 

Protestant ministers, Reverend George Fox and Reverend Clark Poling; and a Catholic 

priest, Father John P. Washington. Fr. John P. Washington’s last assignment before 

being deployed into the army was here at St Stephen’s. (For biographies of the Chap-

lains, please see page 7) 

 

On 19 December 1944, each was awarded 

the Purple Heart and the Distinguished Ser-

vice Cross. In 1948, the U.S. Postal Service 

issued a commemorative stamp in their hon-

or, and Congress designated 3 February as 

“Four Chaplains Day.” Twelve years later, 

Congress created the Four Chaplains’ Medal, 

which was presented to their survivors by 

Secretary of the Army Wilber M. Brucker on 

18 January 1961 at Fort Myer, Virginia.  

 

St Stephen’s is the home of the Archdiocesan 

Sanctuary of the Four Chaplains. We house 

the Four Chaplain Chapel within the Church 

and the Monument of the USAT Dorchester 

has recently been refurbished.  

 
For more information on The Four Chaplains, visit 

our website and the Four Chaplain Foundation’s site: 

www.ststephenkearny.com/father-washington and 

www.fourchaplians.org 
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John P. Washington, born in Newark, NJ, on 18 July 

1908, was eldest of seven children. He was the product 

tough of Irish neighborhoods, where he almost lost his 

sight to a BB gun accident, nearly died of fever, and 

then lost his sister Mary to a sudden illness. By the age 

of seven, John was on the path to the priesthood. After 

attending Catholic elementary and high schools, he en-

tered the seminary in Darlington, NJ, and was ordained 

on 15 June 1935,at the age of 27. He moved to St. Ste-

phen’s in Arlington, NJ. Father Washington was initial-

ly turned down by the Navy after Pearl Harbor because 

of his poor eyesight. Disappointed but not defeated, 

Washington went to the Army. This time, when it came 

to the eye test, he covered up his bad eye both times 

when reading the eye chart, correctly assuming that the 

doctors would be too busy to pay much attention. He 

hoped that God would forgive his subterfuge.  

 

Alexander D. Goode was born on 10 May 1911, the son 

of a rabbi. In high school he earned medals in tennis, 

swimming, and track, and was an excellent student. 

From his earliest days, he planned to follow in his fa-

ther’s footsteps as a rabbi. Virtually penniless as a col-

lege student during the Great Depression, Alexander 

contemplated quitting school and giving up on his 

dream to become a rabbi, but he believed that it was 

God’s plan for him to pursue a religious vocation. For 

much of his youth, he served in the National Guard to 

help make ends meet. He was later assigned to the Beth 

Israel synagogue of York, PA, where he excelled in 

ecumenicalism, crossing the divide between religions. 

In January 1941, the Navy turned down Rabbi Goode’s 

application to become a chaplain, but the Army Air 

Forces accepted him after Pearl Harbor.  

 

George L. Fox was born on 15 March 1900 in Lewis-

ton, PA, and grew up in Altoona in a Catholic family. 

His rough childhood under the tyranny of an abusive 

father shaped him. Determined to escape, he enlisted to 

serve in World War I before finishing high school. He 

abandoned Catholicism due to his inability to reconcile 

the church’s teachings with the abuse he received at 

home and a desire to leave his past behind. While in 

VT, he joined the American Legion and would become 

state chaplain and historian. He was ordained a Method-

ist minister on 10 June 1934. The oldest of the four 

chaplains, he too was drawn back to the army after 

Pearl Harbor. He returned to active duty at the age of 

42.  

Clark V. Poling was born on 7 August 1910 into a 

prominent family that had produced six generations of 

ministers. There was never any doubt that he would 

become the seventh generation of his family to enter the 

ministry. he became pastor of the First Reformed 

Church in Schenectady, NY. When Japan attacked Pearl 

Harbor, Reverend Poling volunteered to become a 

chaplain. Before he departed for the service, his father 

reminded him of the high casualty rate of chaplains in 

World War I. The younger Poling downplayed the dan-

ger, confident that God’s will was to keep him safe 

while he served others.  

 

In November 1942, the four chaplains were all together 

for the first time. On February 3, 1943, the United 

States Army Transport ship, Dorchester, was torpedoed 

by a German submarine. 

 

On the top deck, Father Washington gave absolution to 

soldiers as they went over the side. Walter Miller, afraid 

to jump into the sea heard a terror-filled plaintive voice 

repeating, “I can’t find my life jacket.” Turning toward 

that voice, Miller clearly heard Chaplain Fox say, 

“Here’s one, soldier.” Then Miller witnessed Fox re-

move his life jacket and put it on the soldier. At the 

same time, Navy Lieutenant John Mahoney cursed him-

self for leaving his boxing gloves in his quarters. Chap-

lain Goode stopped him from returning for the gloves, 

saying, “Don’t bother Mahoney. I have another pair. 

You can have these.” Goode then removed the gloves 

from his hands and gave them to Mahoney. Mahoney 

later realized that a man preparing to abandon ship 

probably would not carry a second pair of gloves. 

Many of the survivors reported similar encounters with 

one or more of the chaplains. They seemed to be every-

where on the deck until the very end. Many survivors 

reported that the four chaplains locked arms and prayed 

in unison as the ship sank. These four Army chaplains 

sacrificed themselves for the soldiers and the God that 

they served. Dozens were rescued from the seas. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The Four Chaplains of the USAT Dorchester 

The Lord tells us: “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” John 15:13  
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The Four Chaplains on the USAT 

Dorchester, Monument on the 

grounds of St Stephen’s Church 

Biography source: No Greater Glory: The Four Chaplains and the Sinking of 

the USAT Dorchester 

Written By: Command Sergeant Major James H. Clifford, USA-Ret. 



When speaking with Jaqueline and Cristiano 

Costa what resonates primarily is their love of 

family and their love of their Catholic faith. 

The family has been worshipping at St. Ste-

phen’s Church for about four years. During 

that time their faith has continued to grow.   

Their daughter Sophia attends second grade 

CCD classes and is preparing for the reception 

of First Penance and First Holy Communion. 

Their son Bryan attend is a 5th grade CCD 

student and an altar server. The family finds 

these activities greatly assist in evangelizing 

the children. Sophia and Bryan are home 

schooled, a decision made primarily to keep 

them close to their parents and to allow 

Jaqueline and Cristiano to teach them the real 

values important to the family. “Being parents 

is a very important mission that God has en-

trusted to us and we take it very seriously”.   

After the pandemic restrictions were relaxed 

the family returned to mass at St. Stephen’s 

united as a family.  “Attending mass is a bless-

ing for us. We have much to be thankful for 

every week. Our family is happy and not trou-

bled, knowing God is watching over us.”  An-

other example of their strong faith. 

Jackie and Chris’ faith journey has taken a 

somewhat circuitous route. They have been 

together for 26 years originally from Brazil, 

where they were wed in a civil ceremony 20 

years ago. After arriving in the United States 

they participated in the family ministry at St. 

James Church in Newark where they learned 

about the importance of receiving the sacra-

ment of Matrimony. Their dream was realized 

this year, having their marriage blessed in the 

Holy Land at the Church of the Annunciation 

in Nazareth with their children, parents and 

dear friends in attendance. It was the 20th an-

niversary of their civil ceremony. Jackie and 

Cristiano firmly believe that this was made 

possible by the grace of God. “After a long 

walk toward evangelization we understood the 

importance of the sacrament of Matrimony in 

our family life. It is never too late to learn val-

uable lessons and we thank God that we have 

priests and catechists as guides along our jour-

ney”.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Costa Family - 

Jacqueline and Cristiano, 

Sophia and Bryan 

Family in the Spotlight 

The Costa Family 



SAINT STEPHEN’S  
PARISH 

 
Mission Statement: “As parishioners 

of Saint Stephen’s Church, we are 

Catholic Christians, made disciples in 

baptism and inspired by the Holy 

Spirit, to pray, teach, learn and serve 

as Christ did."  

 

Established in 1904 to meet the spir-

itual needs of Catholics in the Arling-

ton section of Kearny, Saint Stephen’s 

has been home to generations of the 

faithful. 

Our beautiful church, dedicated in 

1939, has served as a focal point in the 

Town of Kearny. Our worship of God 

each week is equal to none and the 

current parishioners strive to practice 

good Christian virtues in every aspect 

of daily life. 

We have inherited a great treasure of 

faith from our ancestors. May we  

wisely use the gifts and talents that 

God has given us in order to build the 

Kingdom here on earth! 

May our patron, Saint Stephen, guide 

and direct us on our journey with the 

Lord. 

 

 

This Newsletter is being emailed to our 

parishioners who have provided an email 

address through the parish census. 

 

Copies of this Newsletter are also 

available for pick-up in the Church. 
The Church of Saint Stephen 

Archdiocesan Sanctuary of the Four 

Chaplains 

141 Washington Avenue 

Kearny, NJ 07032 

 

201-998-3314 

201-998-4924 (Fax) 

 

ststephenkearny.com 

thechurchofsaintstephen@gmail.com 

 

Facebook: 

Saint Stephen’s Roman Catholic Church 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

February 22, 2023 

 

Mass Schedule: 

7:00am, 9:00am, 7:00pm and 8:15pm (Spanish) 

 

Liturgy of the Word: 

12:00 pm and 3:30pm  

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our website by scanning this QR code with your smartphone. 
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Stay current on all parish announcements through 

our website, Facebook and flocknote 


